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REFLECTIONS OF A PRESIDENT
Greetings from Scandinavia!  My family and I have
been in Skåne, the southern-most region of
Sweden, since the last week of July, and we are
enjoying our experience very much. We arrived two
and a half weeks before the official faculty exchange
began so that we could enjoy a family vacation here.
During that time we visited cathedrals, castles, and
Copenhagen; and we even swam in the Baltic Sea!  

My work this year consists of three parts: 1) teach-
ing four days per week at a public high school, the
equivalent of U.S. grades seven through ten in a

“music magnet” type of setting; 2) teaching two choral methods classes for a univer-
sity; and 3) directing a select community chorus. I have worked at the high school
for several weeks now, and am enjoying working with that age group again on a reg-
ular basis. My three wonderful Swedish choral colleagues and I meet every week to
plan together and to help one other. It is the positive and supportive work environ-
ment that all of us should have!

I am pleased to announce the clinicians for our 2006 summer conference. Bob
Chilcott will join us from the United Kingdom, and Ann Howard Jones from Boston.
Emily Ellsworth of the Glen Ellyn Children’s Choir will serve as director of our sec-
ond honors chorus for children.

Congratulations and thanks to Tom Merrill and Gayle Walker for their leadership in
producing the successful, attendance-record-breaking 2005 summer conference!
Tom has served our organization well as president, and we are grateful to Gayle for
her fine service as conference chair for the past five years. As it is now time for Gayle
to step away from that responsibility, I am pleased to announce the appointment of
a conference committee, whose members will share the responsibilities previously
assumed by the conference chair. Daniel Monek has agreed to serve as chair of the
conference committee. Hugh Floyd, Amy Lenzmeier, and Ann Usher have joined
Dan as members of the committee. We appreciate the willingness of these OCDA
members to serve our organization in this way.

Finally, I want to wish all of you back in Ohio a wonderful and productive year of
teaching and music making. It is a privilege to do the work that we do, and I chal-
lenge each one of us to remember – even on those really long teaching days this year
– that it is indeed a privilege to be a choral musician. Of course this privilege carries
with it much responsibility. It really should not be “all about us, the choral directors,”
but about the music and about those in our ensembles before whom we are privi-
leged to stand and celebrate our art!

Skål!  
(Cheers!)
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2005 OCDA SUMMER CONFERENCE -
REFRESHING!

The OCDA Summer Conference has always been a time of renewal. Colleagues
across the state become reacquainted, conference participants dive into learning together,
and we are reminded of the many reasons we are in the field of choral music. This year’s
conference was all the more exciting because its size; 187 participants registered for the
conference, a record number. Thank you to all who came to share your voices, energy,
and enthusiasm; and to all who registered for the conference as new OCDA members,
welcome!

Numerous leaders in the choral field brought their expertise to headline the confer-
ence schedule of events. Rebecca Rottsolk opened the conference with sessions on effec-
tive and inspirational teaching, as well as healthy singing for developing voices.
Eric Whitacre, recognized as one of the finest choral composers of our day, performed
and discussed his music, and co-conducted the OCDA Director’s Chorus with Lynda
Hasseler. In addition to her work with the Director’s Chorus, Dr. Hasseler led sessions on
choral warm-ups, and conducted the Capital Chapel Choir in a moving performance at
Linworth United Methodist Church. Additionally, Grant Cook shared his research on the
work of Ignaz Karl Dirzka, the chorus master for the premiers of Beethoven’s Missa
Solemnis and 9th Symphony. The presentations by all of the clinicians were varied, inter-
esting, lively, and informative.

A new event was introduced at the OCDA Summer Conference this year – the
OCDA Children’s Honor Choir. Conducted by Rebecca Rottsolk, the choir consisted of
150 elementary students selected by their general music teachers. Con Brio, a children’s
choir conducted by Emily Hil, also perfomed on the Honor Choir concert. The organiza-
tion of the Honor Choir event, the experiences shared by teachers and students, and the
final concert were all a resounding success. Many thanks to Robin Lana and her team for
their hard work in bringing the Honor Choir to the conference!  Watch for continued
Honor Choir events in next year’s OCDA Summer Conference.

The Trinity United Methodist Church Choir, conducted by Rich Schnipke, per-
formed on Tuesday night of the conference. The quality of this fine church choir, as well
as that of all of the ensembles performing at the conference, was very high.

In addition to fine clinicians and choral concerts, the 2005 Summer Conference
included multiple reading sessions, dinner rountable sessions, a business luncheon, and a
social gemütlichkeit.

If you were not able to attend the 2005 Summer Conference, make plans now to
attend the 2006 conference, June 19-21, at Otterbein College in Westerville, OH.
Clinicians will include Bob Chilcott, Ann Howard Jones, and Emily Ellsworth, who will
also conduct the Honor Choir. Be on the lookout for more information regarding the
upcoming conference: flyers will be distributed at upcoming OMEA and ACDA conven-
tions, postcards will be sent to OCDA members in early winter, and the registration
brochure will be mailed in April.

The 2005 OCDA Summer Conference was my last as Conference Coordinator. I am
pleased to announce that Dr. Daniel Monek of Marietta College will be leading next
year’s outstanding conference committee. The conference is in very good hands, indeed.
I would like to thank the OCDA Board for their wisdom and assistance during the past
four years, as well as the numerous OCDA members and colleagues who jumped in to
help in a myriad of ways. I would also like to thank the OCDA membership for being the
friendly, committed, and musical people you are.

If you have questions about the 2006 conference, please contact Dr. Daniel Monek,
OCDA Conference Committee Chair, at dmonek@marietta.edu, or (740) 376-4689.
Best,
Gayle Walker
2005 Summer Conference Coordiantor
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As your representative on the OCDA Board, I would like to hear from you with sug-
gestions and/or concerns which should come before the Board. Do you have ideas
for sessions at future summer conferences which would be especially relevant for
retirees.

I would also like to attempt some type of program to mentor young conductors in
their teaching environment or with other conducting endeavors such as a church or
community choir. This could be as short or as long term as you prefer. Many of
you have had outstanding careers and have a wealth of knowledge that could be
shared with a young professional needing some assistance in rehearsal. We all
remember how little conducting experience we had as we began and few of us knew
enough about choral and rehearsal techniques to be really effective during the very
early years of teaching.

Would you be willing to observe a rehearsal and give constructive criticism to the
conductor?    Would you be available to serve as a clinician during a rehearsal with a
school, church, or community choir?   If so, please respond to me via e-mail at
<jgall0444@yahoo.com>. You may also call me at (614)891-0444. We will attempt
to match your availability and areas of interest with young teachers who are seeking
assistance in your general locale.

In your e-mail, please include:
• name, address, phone number, and e-mail address
• area(s) and level at which you prefer to assist
• elementary school/middle school/high school/church/community/etc.
• any other information which you feel would be helpful

It is not my intent to make this a difficult or long term situation for any volunteer.
Some groups may have the finances to offer a small honorarium which could, at the
very least, cover transportation costs. This would be entirely between you and the
conductor with whom you would work.

Many of you may already be a mentor or doing some type of clinics with area
schools and churches. Thanks for being involved and furthering the cause of out-
standing choral conducting and teaching. Please let me know of your involvement,
so that we may learn from your experiences.

Enjoy yourself!  You earned it!
Jim Gallagher

OCDA RETIREES
(if any of us ever fully achieve this status)

OCDA Summer Conference 
June 19-21, 2006

Otterbein College, Westerville, OH

OMEA Conference 
January 26-28, 2006

Cleveland, OH

ACDA Central Divsion
Conference 

February 15-18, 2006

Chicago, IL

ACDA National Conference 
January 31-February 3, 2007

Miami, FL

Spring 2006 Newsletter 
In the Spring 2006 Newsletter you can look

forward to articles from your:

•President

•Summer Conference Coordinator

•Retired Members R & S

•Senior High R & S Chair

•Jazz/Show Choir R & S Chair

•Male Choirs R & S Chair

•Female Choirs R & S Chair

(deadline January 15)
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FROM THE EDITOR

Greetings. Just a couple short notes:

1. Apologies for the timing of this newsletter. I ran into unexpected delays.

2. Your Repertoire and Standards Chairs (listed in the OCDA Leadership Roster)
have been charged by the President with coming up with specific and relevant
events for each area. Please contact them directly with your ideas and let them
know what you think might be a useful activity, possibly including, but not
limited to: clinic, concert, workshop, massed choir, honors choir, training
session, roundtable.

Thanks.
Ron
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Saturday, December 3, 7:30 p.m.
Bellarmine Chapel, Xavier University
Cincinnati, OH (513) 745-3135
Advent Lessons and Carols
Free
Thomas Merrill, conductor

Saturday, December 3, 2005, 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 4, 2005, 4:00 p.m.
Epworth United Methodist Church, Toledo 
MASTERWORKS CHORALE’S 34th SEASON
Welcome Christmas, Welcome Home

Dec. 8, 2005 8:00 p.m.
UD Chapel
Dayton, OH
University of Dayton Chorale

Friday, December 9, 8:00 p.m.
St. Boniface Catholic Church, Northside 
Vocal Arts Ensemble of Cincinnati
Guests: Premieres of Indian Hill High

Saturday, December 10, 8:00 p.m.
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Anderson
Vocal Arts Ensemble of Cincinnati
Guests: Anderson High School Mixed Chorus

Saturday, December 10, 2005, 8:00 p.m.
Wagnall’s Memorial – Lithopolis 
Lancaster Chorale ‘A Festive Yule!’
Tickets: $12/$10/$6  (740.687.5855)
20th Anniversary Season

Sunday, December 11, 3:00 p.m.
St. Peter in Chains Cathedral, downtown 
Vocal Arts Ensemble of Cincinnati
Guests: Cincinnati Children’s Choir:
Jubilate and Lyric Choirs

Sunday, December 11, 2005
Finney Chapel, Oberlin
Oberlin College Musical and Oberlin Chamber Orchestra
Hugh Ferguson Floyd, conductor
Program includes Faure, Suite from Pelleas and Mellisande
and the Robert Levin edition of the Mozart Requiem

Sunday, December 11, 8:15 and 10:30 a.m.
Westlake United Methodist Church
WUMC Chancel Choir Britten Ceremony of Carols with Jocelyn
Chang, harp
free 

Wednesday, December 14, 2005 6:30 p.m.
Warner Concert Hall 
Oberlin College Singers Winter Concert 
Program includes music of Viadana, Thomson, Gawthrop and
Hogan.

Wednesday, December 14 and Thursday, December 15, 7:00 p.m.
Hilliard Darby HS Performing Arts Center
Celebration Concerts 
no charge

Thursday, December 15, 7:30 p.m.
Teays Valley HS’s Holiday Concert 

Sunday, December 18, 2005, 3:00 p.m.
Lutheran Church of Our Savior
155 Thruston Boulevard
Dayton, Ohio
MUSICA: LAUGHTER & TEARS: CONCERT II 

2006
Sunday, January 22, 7:30 p.m.
Westlake United Methodist Church
Pendulum Percussion Duo: free 

Saturday, January 28, 10:30 a.m.
OMEA performance at convention - Cleveland Ohio 
Hilliard Darby HS Michael G. Martin, conductor
Lora L Moore, assistant conductor

Sunday, February 12, 4:00 p.m.
Westlake United Methodist Church
WUMC musicians Valentine Concert: free 

Saturday, February 18
Teays Valley Classic Show Choir Invitational
Call (740) 983-5026 for group registration information.

Friday, February 24, 8:00 p.m.
St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, Montgomery
Vocal Arts Ensemble of Cincinnati

Saturday, February 25, 8:00 p.m.
CCM Corbett Auditorium, University of Cincinnati
Vocal Arts Ensemble of Cincinnati

Sunday, February 26, 2006, 4:00 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church, 222 N. Broad Street, Lancaster 
Lancaster Chorale ‘CIAO, Italia!’
Tickets: $12/$10/$6  (740.687.5855)
20th Anniversary Season

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
To have your concert included here in the next issue of the OCDA News, please e-mail the 
editor, Ron Blackley, at: rblackle@ashland.edu
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PRESIDENT
Mark Munson
819 Cherry Hill Drive
Bowling Green, OH 43402
munson@bgnet.bgsu.edu
H: 419.352-0488
O: 419.372-8733
Fax: 419.372-2938
Bowling Green State University

VP (PAST PRESIDENT)
Tom Merrill
6835 Ken Arbre Dr
Cincinnati, OH  45236
merrillt@xavier.edu
H: 513.891-9150
O: 513.745-3135
Fax: 513.745-3343
Xavier University

PRESIDENT ELECT
Gayle Walker
573 Peach Street
Westerville, OH  43082
gwalker@otterbein.edu
H: 614.865-9476
O: 614.823-1318
Fax: 614.823-1118
Otterbein College

SECRETARY 
Ben Ayling
524 Overlook Drive
Kent, OH 44240
bayling@kent.edu
H: 330.677-9126
O: 330.672-4802
Fax: 330.672-7837
Kent State University

TREASURER
Jacqueline Nielsen
P.O. Box 567
Tiffin, OH 44883
ocdatreasurer@woh.rr.com
H: 419.448-1751
O: 419.448-1751
Benton-Carroll-Salem Schools, R.C.
Waters Ele.

NE REGION CHAIR
E. James Kotora
399 Parkside Dr.
Bay Village, OH 44140
jkotorajr@cs.com
H: 440.871-5639
O: 216.368-2400
Case Western Reserve U.

EC REGION CHAIR
Frederick Locker 
7382 Shady Hollow Rd NW
Canton, OH  44718
FJLocker46@sssnet.com
H: 330.837-4674
O: 330.837-3501x1200
Fax: 330.830-8020
Jackson H.S.

SW REGION CHAIR
Michele Smith 
1042 Washington Ave.
Greenville, OH 45331
mlsmith@erinet.com
H: 937.547-0780
O: 937.548-4188 ext. 855
Fax: 937.548-3082
Greenville H.S.

SC REGION CHAIR 
Eric Kauffman
1650 Ridgeview Road
Upper Arlington, OH 43221
ekauffman@uaschools.org
H: 614.793-8358
O: 614.487-5240 ext.126
Fax: 614.487-5238
Upper Arlington H.S.

NW REGION CHAIR
William Schwepe
1455 TWP. Rd. 243
Fostoria, OH 44830
william.schwepe@utoledo.edu
H: 419.894-6820
O: 419.530-4325 
University of Toledo

CONFER. COMM. CHAIR
Daniel Monek
215 5th Street
Marietta, OH 45750
monekd@marietta.edu 
H: 740.374-6294
O: 740.376-4689
Fax: 740.376-4529
Marietta College

HISTORIAN
William Zurkey
32161 Teasel Ct
Avon Lake, OH  44012
Zurkw@hotmail.com
H: 440.933-4972
O: 440.933-6290x1501
Fax: 440.930-2798
Avon Lake H. S.

ELEM INTEREST
Jan Swanson
285 Robin Drive
Berea, OH 44017
Jdswan80@aol.com
H: 440.826-4658
O: 330.636-4200
Fax: 330.725-9396
Garfield Elementary

HIGH SCHOOL
James Vaughn
2901 Green acre Dr. #7B
Findlay, OH 45840
jvaughn@vbschools.net 
H: 419.722-7418
O: 419.299-3384 x429
Fax: 419.299-3668
Van Buren Local Schools

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Deborah O’Rielley
3567 Springlake Circle
Loveland, OH 45140
dorielley@cinci.rr.com
H: 513-697-1145
O: 513.686-1760
Fax: 513.891-3162
Sycamore Junior High 

COLL/UNIVER 
Robert Jones
816.Otterbein Ave.
Dayton, OH 45406
rojonesiii@ameritech.net 
H: 937.277-7113
O: 937.229-3909
Fax: 937.229-3916
University of Dayton

MUSIC/WORSHIP
Andy Call
27302 Seneca Drive
Westlake, OH 44145
acall@further.com
H: 440-250-0124
O: 440.871-3088
Fax: 440.871-4481
Westlake United Methodist Church

SHOWCHOIR
Michael Crandall
391 Frebis Avenue
Columbus, OH 43206
Mcrand1030@aol.com
H: 614.444-1654
O: 740.983-5026
C: 614.327-0238
Fax: 740.983-4158
Teays Valley H.S.

VOCAL JAZZ
Chris Venesile
32868 Fox Chappel Ln.
Avon Lake, OH 44012
cvenes@aol.com
H: 440.933-6998
O: 440.779-8816
Fax: 440.777-2216
C: 216-225-9842
North Olmsted H. S.

CHILDREN'S
Amy Chivington
2587 Tucker Trail
Lewis Center, OH 43035
AChivington@otterbein.edu
H: 740.657-8226
O: 614.823-1110
Fax: 614-823-1118
Otterbein College

MULTICULTURAL
Emily Gil
6431 Beaumont Square
Lewis Center, OH 43035
egil@conbrio.cc
H: 614.559-3914
O: 614.883-3200
Worthington Schools

FEMALE
Lora Moore
2766 May Court
Columbus, OH 43235
llmoore@columbus.rr.com
H: 614.798-0209
O: 614-921-7368
Fax: 614.527-4206 
Hilliard Darby HS 

YOUTH/STUDENT
Hugh Floyd
143 E. College St #112
Oberlin, Ohio 44074
hugh.floyd@oberlin.edu
H: 440.774-4249
O: 440 775-8282
Fax: 775-8942
Oberlin C. of Music

MALE
Ethan Sperry
127 Acorn Circle
Oxford, OH 45056
ethansperry@hotmail.com
Oxford, OH 45056 
H: 513.461-9727
O: 513.529.6009
Fax: 513.529.3027
Miami University

WEB MASTER
Luke Rosen
2103 Orchard Lakes Ct., #22
Toledo, OH 43615
Luke@ccup.org
H: 419-843-7328
O: 419-865-5743
Fax: 419-531-1775 
St. John's Jesuit H.S.

NEWSLETTER
Ron Blackley
1283 Center Lane Drive
Ashland, OH 44805
rblackle@ashland.edu
H: 419.289-7792
O: 419.289-5114
Fax: 419.289-5638
Ashland University

RETIRED
Jim Gallagher
5168 Maplewood Court W.
Columbus, OH 43229
jgall0444@yahoo.com
H: 614.891-0444

COMMUNITY
Donna Tozer Wipfli
3804 Brookside Rd.
Toledo, OH 43606
stwipfli@sbcglobal.net
H: 419.536.7973
Masterworks Chorale
Ottawa Hills Schools 

BOYS 
Robert Ward
1866 College Road
Columbus, OH 43210
ward.539@osu.edu
H: 614.297-1027
O: 614.292-4622
Fax: 614.292-1102
Ohio State University

STUDENT CHAPT. REP
Alison Schmidt
SMC # 10955
Otterbein College
Westerville, OH  43081
Alison.Schmidt@otterbein.edu
H: 614-899-0392
Otterbein College

ODE CONSULTANT
Raymond Lowther
183 South 20th Street
Columbus, OH 43205
lowther@ode.state.oh.us
H: 614.253-8084
O: 614.466-2187
Fax: 614.995-5568
Ohio Dept. of Education 

2-Year College
Tim Sarsany
396 E. Whittier St.
Columbus, OH 43206
Tsarsany@aol.com
H: 614.449-9469
F: 614.449-9469
Ohio State U. -Marion
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