
The 2009 OCDA Summer Conference: Insightful and
Inspirational!

There is something about the OCDA Summer
Conference that revives one’s choral soul. After a long and
hectic year conducting school, church, or community choirs,
we need and deserve renewal! I would like to invite you to
enjoy rejuvenation at the 2009 OCDA Summer Conference.

The OCDA conference enriches choral musicians in
ways too numerous to list here. However, here are my top
five reasons you should attend this summer’s conference.

1. Outstanding clinicians. We are extremely fortunate to have Weston Noble rehearsing
and conducting the Director’s Chorus at this year’s conference, so you will sing and learn
under one of the world’s finest, most experienced choral educators. Sigrid Johnson, Director
of the Manitou Singers and a member of the voice faculty at St. Olaf College, will lead con-
ducting master classes. Vijay Singh, a performer, composer, teacher, and conductor in both
classical and jazz styles, will introduce you to practical jazz repertoire and techniques. Lynne
Gackle will share her expertise with the development of young voices as she rehearses and
conducts the OCDA Children’s Honor Choir. These educators are at the top of their field,
and they will be here for you!

2. Sharing ideas. Come to the lunch roundtable sessions and share ideas, concerns, and
stories about your choral year with friends in the field. We learn from each other, and the
OCDA Conference is the perfect place to do so!

3. Reading sessions for all levels and chorus types. My concert programs are filled with
repertoire from past OCDA Summer Conferences. There is nothing like an OCDA choral
reading session to get a snapshot of the sound of a piece. Additionally, OCDA Repertoire and
Standards Chairs will bring their repertoire notebooks to the conference so that you can
peruse them and gain further ideas.

4. Great performances. Come to the conference to hear varied, outstanding choirs of all
levels. These performances provide additional opportunities to gain repertoire, as well as
models for conducting and great singing. Meet the conductors and ask them how they do it!
This year’s performing ensembles will include: The Summit County Children’s Choir,
directed by Arlene Jacobs; The Granville Middle School 8th Grade Choir, directed by
Kristen Snyder; The Bexley High School Vocal Ensemble, directed by Amy Blosser; and the
OCDA Children’s Honor Choir, directed by Lynne Gackle.

5. Networking. Meet other conductors from Ohio and across the Midwest. They will
understand you like no one else in your school or church! They can also help you make con-
nections if you are thinking of changing jobs, or if you are seeking out prospective candi-
dates in positions you have open in your district, church, or community. We are a commu-
nity of musicians who share a common passion – we will make friendly, helpful, and amus-
ing colleagues.

This is just a start. The conference will also include exhibits, learned clinicians from our
home state, social gatherings…it is impossible to list everything. Come to the OCDA
Conference this June 22-24 at Otterbein College. The inspiration you receive at the confer-
ence will inspire your creative juices for another year in the choral field!
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News
The Scholarship of Discovery

Grant Cook, NW Region Chair

In general, college and university professors are considered for tenure and promo-
tion based on their contributions to the academy in the areas of teaching, scholarship
and service. As practicing conductors, we understand the necessity of inspired teach-
ing and a servant-leadership approach to the success of the choral program. However,
what is the value of scholarly work to our profession? Why should we devote precious
time to scholarly inquiry? What does it mean to be a scholar-conductor? In his pio-
neering work, Scholarship Reconsidered, Ernest Boyer identified and gave meaning to
four forms of scholarship: discovery, integration, application, and teaching. According
to Boyer, “research is at the heart of academic life, and we celebrate what we call the
scholarship of discovery.” Moreover, Boyer suggests that colleges and universities need
to “deepen their commitment to the scholarship of teaching” as it is “through the influ-
ence of great teachers that the flame of scholarship is kept alive from one generation
to the next.” Inherent in Boyer’s paradigm is a research/teaching nexus, which has
become the foundation for my own work. In sum, I believe in the educative value of
research and its ability both to inform and transform one’s teaching.

In 2002 I received an Aigler Faculty Research Grant from Heidelberg University,
which allowed me to travel to Vienna, Austria to construct a biographical sketch of
Ignaz Karl Dirzka (1779-1827), the little-known Austrian court singer and conductor
who prepared the chorus for the first performance of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony on
May 7, 1824. Using municipal death and census records, testaments, estate documents,
theater almanacs, parish death and marriage registers, court payroll records, and local
newspapers—all mined from the city’s vast network of libraries and archives—I was
able to piece together Dirzka’s family history and trace his professional career. This was
indeed an exhilarating and transformative experience—one that reached far beyond
the dusty archives of Vienna!

Practicing the scholarship of discovery that summer not only filled lacunae in the
scholarly literature, but deepened my understanding of Beethoven, the musical culture
of early nineteenth-century Vienna, choral-orchestral performance practice, and the
like. Beyond this, I visited the homes of Schubert, Mozart, Haydn and Beethoven. I
walked in their footsteps and by extension through musical history—a powerful expe-
rience, indeed. I also completed a one-week residency with the Chor und Orchester St.
Augustin, culminating in performances of Mozart’s Requiem and Missa brevis in C
(“Orgelsolomesse”). Studying and performing this music in Vienna was indeed one of
the most rewarding and meaningful experiences I have had as a member of the profes-
sorate. I came away from the residency with a much better understanding of Mozart’s
music, particularly with respect to various aspects of performance practice, including
style, phrasing, tempo, dynamics, Austro-German pronunciation of liturgical Latin,
choral-orchestral balance, liturgical function/context and acoustics.

Collectively, these experiences helped to expand my knowledge of musical histo-
ry and performance, which in turn infused my teaching and conducting with a new
energy and spirit. Consequently, I believe I emerged from the research experience with
a greater capacity to keep the “flame of scholarship” alive and, most importantly, to
awaken truth within my students. This, I believe, is the best we can hope to achieve.

So . . . be a “history detective,” enjoy the scholarship of discovery, and transform
your teaching—research can be fun!

Dates to Remember

ACDA National Convention
March 4-7, 2009
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
ACDA's - 50th Anniversary
Celebration

Chorus America Annual
Conference

June 10-13, 2009
Philadelphia

OCDA Summer Conferences
June 22-24, 2009
June 21-23, 2010

OMEA Professional Conference
January 28-30, 2010
Cincinnati

ACDA Central Division
Convention

February 24-7, 2010
Cincinnati
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Understanding Show Choir Competition: Notes for Families
by Katie Paulson, Show Choir R&S Chair

January, February and March are busy months for directors, students and parents who are involved with competitive show choirs. Every
Saturday, we bundle up, get on a bus, and travel to a high school to perform a show we have worked on for months. Before we take our
show on the road, I always share the following information with my students and their families. Please feel free to distribute this to your
show choir families! Enjoy!

SHOW CHOIR- Apples and Oranges!
• It is important to keep this in mind: EVERY SHOW CHOIR IS DIFFERENT. Think of each school’s show as a work of art in a

museum. At every competition, three to five judges have the important job of evaluating 14 to 20 different show choirs. We
HOPE that each competition features judges that are trained in the musical and theatrical subjects. Most judges have Bachelor’s
and Master’s Degrees in Music Education or Music Performance. Other judges are distinguished choreographers, performers,
and directors from all over the country.

OBJECTIVE vs. SUBJECTIVE
• It is important to know the definition of TWO WORDS when we talk about show choir competitions: OBJECTIVE and

SUBJECTIVE

When something is OBJECTIVE, it is based on FACTS and not personal opinions and perspectives. (Ex: If you mix yellow paint
with blue paint, you get GREEN paint)

When something is SUBJECTIVE, it is usually based on personal opinions and considerations. (Ex: My favorite color is GREEN!)

We always hope that show choir judges have a mix of OBJECTIVE and SUBJECTIVE opinions when they evaluate show choirs. We
want them to respect the shows that each group presents.

Show choirs present a wide range of different types of songs, styles, costumes, backdrops and props. Some show choirs have LARGE
sets and present CLASSIC SHOWTUNES with props and old-fashioned costumes. Other show choirs have NO sets or props at all!

The world of show choir is SO DIVERSE! Therefore….

We hope they evaluate each show based on HOW WELL A GROUP PRESENTS ITS PRODUCT! Do the performers sing with good
technique? Is the dancing appropriate to the show style? Do all voices blend? Do their facial expressions allow them to communicate
with the audience?

Finally, before we get wrapped up in the awards and results, we must always remember that it is important to strive for PERSONAL
VICTORIES in the Show Choir world. If you can exit the stage at the end of your show and feel that you did your personal best, then
you have already won!

News
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Whereas the human spirit is elevated to a broader
understanding of itself through study and perform-
ance in the aesthetic arts; and

Whereas serious cutbacks in funding and support
have steadily eroded state institutions and their
programs throughout the country;

Be is resolved that all citizens of the United States
actively voice their affirmative and collective support
for necessary funding at the local, state, and national
levels of education and government to ensure the sur-
vival of arts programs for this and future generations.

The Ohio Choral Directors Association is affiliated with
the American Choral Directors Association whose central
purpose is to promote excellence in choral music through
performance, composition, publication, research, and
teaching.

ACDA ADVOCACY RESOLUTION

News
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Saturday, March 15, 7:00 pm
Westlake United Methodist Church
(27650 Center Ridge Rd)
Duruflé Requiem

Friday March 20, 7:30 pm
Choir of St Thomas Church, NYC
St Peter in Chains, Cincinnati

Sunday, March 22, 2:00 pm
Memorial Hall
(1225 Elm St, Over the Rhine)
Sunday, March 22, 7:30 pm
Anderson Center
(7850 Fove Mile Rd, Anderson)
Vocal Arts Ensemble of Cincinnati with
Chamber Orchestra

Thursday, April 16, 1:00 pm
Werner RH
CCM Chamber Choir

Friday, April 24, 8:00 pm
CA
CCM Chamber Choir, Chorale,
Philharmonia Orchestra
Mozart, Mass in C Minor K. 427

Sunday, April 26, 3:00 pm
Epworth United Methodist Church,
Toledo
BGSU University Choral Society and the
Toledo Symphony Orchestra: Elijah

Sunday, April 26, 7:00 pm
Westlake United Methodist Church
(27650 Center Ridge Rd)
WUMC Handbell Ensembles

Friday, May 1, 8:00 pm
Knox Presbyterian Church (Michigan &
Observatory Ave, Hyde Park)
Vocal Arts Ensemble of Cincinnati

Sunday, May 3, 3:00 pm
St. Barnabas Episcopal (10345
Montgomery Rd)
Vocal Arts Ensemble of Cincinnati

Saturday, March 14, 2009, 8:00 pm
Monroe Street United Methodist Church,
Toledo
Masterworks Chorale: In A Woman’s
Voice

Friday, May 15, 7:30 pm
Westlake United Methodist Church
(27650 Center Ridge Rd)
OSU Men’s Glee Club

Saturday, May 16, 2009, 8:00 pm
Maumee Center for the Performing Arts,
Maumee High School
Masterworks Chorale: Collage II

Friday, May 16-Sunday, May 18, 8:00 pm
Music Hall and Cathedral Basilica
CCM May Festival

Wednesday, May 20, 8:00 pm
CA
CCM Chamber Choir & Chorale

Wednesday, May 27, 8:00 pm
CA
CCM University Choruses

Thursday, May 28, 1:00 pm
RH
CCM Chamber Singers

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: SPRING 2009

ATTENTION – ACDA LIFE MEMBERS!
Congratulations and thank you for your commitment to the American Choral
Directors Association. However, did you know that, unlike those who renew
annually, NONE of your membership money flows back to the state organiza-
tion? Perhaps you might consider making a tax-deductible contribution to the
OHIO Choral Directors Association, especially if your life membership is
already paid up. Just a thought.

NN
OCDA News, the official publication of the
Ohio Choral Directors Association, is pub-
lished three times annually, from Ashland,
Ohio, and is distributed without charge to
members of the Association as well as to
selected members and officers of the American
Choral Directors Association.

OCDA reserves the right to edit any applica-
tion for appearance and to edit all materials
proposed for distribution on the basis of
content and length.

Copy and Ad Deadlines
Fall Issue September 15
Winter Issue January 15
Spring Issue April 15

Advertising Rates
Full Page 7.5’’x 9.25’’ $130.00
1/2 Page 7.5’’x 4.625’’ $75.00
1/4 Page 3.75’’x 4.625’’ $40.00

10% discount for the advance purchase of
three consecutive ads.

Prices above are for copy ready materials
submitted on or before the specified deadline.

Advance payment must accompany materials.
Please make checks out to: Ohio Choral
Directors Association.

Editor
Ron Blackley
Ashland University
Department of Music
Ashland, Ohio 44805
H: 419-289-7792
W: 419-289-5114
Fax: 419-289-5683
rblackle@ashland.edu

News
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ELEM INTEREST
Tracy Gabrielsen
784 Continental Dr.
Medina, OH 44256
songteach@gmail.com
H: 330.721.8137
O: 216.676.4334
C: 330.416.7075
Berea Brookview Elementary

MUSIC/WORSHIP
Carol Ann Bradley
247 Richards Rd.
Columbus, OH 43214
cabradley@north-broadway.org
H: 614.447.9684
O: 614.268.8626
C: 614.348.8822
Fax: 614.268.2115
North Broadway UMC

SHOWCHOIR
Katie Paulson
4202 Times Square Blvd.
Dublin, OH 43016
kepaulso@marysville.k12.oh.us
C: 614.284.2321
O: 937.642.1721 x2401
Fax: 937.642.2033
Marysville H.S./M.S.

HIGH SCHOOL
Russell Raber
1313 E. Cole Rd.
Fremont, OH 43420
rraber@bcs.k12.oh.us
C: 419.307.9092
O: 419.898.6216
Fax: 419.898.0116
Oak Harbor H.S.

CHILDREN’S
Sandra Mathias
27 Hoffman Ave.
Columbus, OH 43205
jmath27@sbcglobal.net
H: 614.258.9420
C: 614.783.0366
Columbus Children’s Choir

VOCAL JAZZ
Leila Heil
937 Chippewa Ct. (summer)
Ft. Collins, CO 80525
heil.40@osu.edu
H:
O:
C: 303.358.6309
The Ohio State University

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Amy Ruff (Lenzmeier)
3833 Mariners Way,
Lewis Center, OH 43035
amy_ruff@olentangy.k12.oh.us
H: 740-879-3338
O: 740.657.4471
C: 614.378.9452
Olentangy Liberty M.S./H.S.

MULTICULTURAL
David Tovey
1243 South Trimble Rd.
Mansfield, OH 44907
tovey.2@osu.edu
H: 419.774.9003
O: 419.755.4264
C: 419.709.0244
OSU-Mansfield

WOMEN’S CHORUS
Bonnie Sneed
85 Knoll Dr
Granville, OH 43023
sanibel87@earthlink.net
H: 740.587.2580
O: 740.587.6734
Fax: 740.587.6509
Denison University

COLL/UNIVER
Robert Jones
816.Otterbein Ave.
Dayton, OH 45406
rojonesiiii@att.net
H: 937.275.9488
O: 937.229.3909
C: 937.684.7493
University of Dayton

YOUTH/STUDENT
Mel Unger
412 Chapel Circle
Berea, OH 44017
munger@bw.edu
H: 440.239.9427
O: 440.826.2043
Fax: 440.826.8138
Baldwin-Wallace College

MEN’S CHORUS
Robert Ward
1866 College Road
Columbus, OH 43210
ward.539@osu.edu
H: 614.607.5206
O: 614.292.4622
C: 614.314.8113
The Ohio State University

COMMUNITY
Sheena Phillips
475 Walhalla Rd.
Columbus, OH 43202
sheena@columbus.rr.com
H: 614.268.6295
C: 614.316.3314
Magpie Consort
Columbus Women's Choir

BOYCHOIR
Randall Wolfe
4740 Samuel Court
Mason, Ohio 45040 ran-
dall.wolfe@sinclair.edu
O:
H: 513. 398-2879
Sinclair College

2-YEAR COLLEGE
Nancy Davis
47627 Peck-Wadsworth Rd.
Wellington, OH 44090
ndavis@lorainccc.edu
H: 440.647.6379
O: 440.366.7138
F: 440.365.6519
Lorain County Comm. Coll.

News Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 151
Ashland, Ohio

Ron Blackley
Ashland University
Department of Music
Ashland, OH 44805

PRESIDENT
Gayle Walker
573 Peach Street
Westerville, OH 43082
gwalker@otterbein.edu
H: 614.865.9476
O: 614.823.1318
C: 614.634.0024
Otterbein College

VP (PAST PRESIDENT)
Mark Munson
819 Cherry Hill Drive
Bowling Green, OH 43402
munson@bgnet.bgsu.edu
H: 419.352.0488
O: 419.372.8733
C:
Bowling Green State University

PRESIDENT ELECT
Ben Ayling
524 Overlook Drive
Kent, OH 44240
ben.ayling@case.edu
H: 330.677.9126
O: 216.368.2496
C: 330.842.2423
Case Western Reserve University

SECRETARY
Andy Call
27302 Seneca Drive
Westlake, OH 44145
acall@further.com
H: 440.250.0124
O: 440.871.3088
C: 440.454.0753
Westlake United Methodist Church

TREASURER
Kent W. Vandock
8192 County Road D
Delta, Ohio 43515
kwvandock@powersupply.net
H: 419.822.5716
O:
C: 419. 270.5396
Archbold Local Schools

NE REGION CHAIR
Eric Richardson
32148 Teasel Court
Avon Lake, OH 44012
ersings1@yahoo.com
H: 440.930.2767
C: 440.935.6293
Retired

EC REGION CHAIR
Paul Jackson
71 Mill Race Rd
Granville, Ohio 43023
pjackson@laca.org
H: 740.587.0125
O: 740.587.8105
C: 740.973.0671
Granville H. S.
Bexley United Methodist

SW REGION CHAIR
Tina Groom
3878 Blackwood Ct.
Cincinnati, OH 45236
tina.groom@7hills.org
H: 513. 936.9922
O: 513. 272.5360
C: 513.478.7339
The Seven Hills School

SC REGION CHAIR
David White
5046 St. Rt. 138
Hillsboro, OH 45133
dwhite@hcs-k12.org
H: 937.288.0002
O: 937.393.3633
C: 937.763.7121
Hillsboro H.S.

NW REGION CHAIR
Grant Cook
292 Sycamore Street
Tiffin, OH 44883
gcook@heidelberg.edu
H: 419.443-8450
O: 419.448-2084
C:
Heidelberg College

CONFER. COMM. CHAIR
Brian & Sara Potts
8409 Beech Ave.
Cincinnati, OH 45236
pottsb@wyomingcityschools.org
sara.potts@chca-oh.org
O: 513.761.7248 x 2208
Fax: 513.761.7319
C: 614.560.3361 (Brian)
C: 513.532.4785 (Sara)
Wyoming City Schools (B),
Cinci Hills Chrstn Acad. (S)

HISTORIAN
William Zurkey
32161 Teasel Ct.
Avon Lake, OH 44012
Zurkw@hotmail.com
H: 440.933.4972
O: 440.933.6290x1501
C: 216.407.5500
Fax: 440.930-2798
Avon Lake H. S.

WEB MASTER
James Vaughn
2901 Greenacre Dr. #7B
Findlay, OH 45840
jamesbvaughn@gmail.com
H: 419.722.7418
O: 419.299.3384 x 429
C: 419.722.7418
Van Buren Local Schools
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RETIRED
Jim Gallagher
6296 Steinbeck Way
Westerville, OH 43082
jgall0444@yahoo.com
H: 614.891.0444
C: 614.570.5385

STUDENT CHAPT. REP
Kathryn Borden
6063 O'Sweeney Lane
Dublin OH, 43016
borden.30@osu.edu
C: 614.579.0442
The Ohio State University

HONOR CHOIR CHAIR
Emily DePaul Gil
6431 Beaumont Square
Lewis Center, OH 43035
egil@conbrio.cc
O: 614.883.3200
H: 614.559.3914
C: 614.638.7975
Worthington Schools
Con Brio Children's Choir
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